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Communicating with the PG15
Configuring a PG15
The PG15 is configured using GUIcon software. GUIcon is available
as a free download from the Eurotherm website. Updates to
GUIcon for new features and drivers are posted on the website as
they become available. By configuring the PG15 using the latest
version of GUIcon, you are assured that your unit has the most up
to date feature set. GUIcon software can configure the PG15
through the RS232 PGM port, USB port, Ethernet port, or
CompactFlash.

The USB port is connected using a standard USB cable with a Type
B connector. The driver needed to use the USB port will be
installed with GUIcon.

The RS232 PGM port uses a programming cable made by
Eurotherm to connect to the DB9 COM port of your computer. If
you choose to make your own cable, use the “PG15 Port Pin Out
Diagram” for wiring information.

The CompactFlash card can be used to program a PG15 by placing
a configuration file and firmware on the CompactFlash card. The
card is then inserted into the target PG15, and the PG15 is then
powered up. Refer to the GUIcon literature for more information on
the proper names and locations of the files.

USB, Data Transfers from the CompactFlash Card

In order to transfer data from the CompactFlash card via the USB
port, a driver must be installed on your computer. This driver is
automatically installed with GUIcon. Connect the PG15 to your PC
with a USB cable, and follow “Mounting the CompactFlash”
instructions in the GUIcon 1.0 user manual.

Ethernet Communications
Ethernet communications can be established at either 10 BASE-T or
100 BASE-TX. The PG15 unit’s RJ45 jack is wired as a NIC (Network
Interface Card). For example, when wiring to a hub or switch use a
straight-through cable, but when connecting to another NIC use a
crossover cable.

The Ethernet connector contains two LEDs. A yellow LED in the
upper right, and a bi-color green/amber LED in the upper left. The
LEDs represent the following statuses:

LED Color Description
Yellow solid Link established
Yellow flashing Data being transferred
Green 10 BASE-T Communications
Amber 100 BASE-TX Communications

On the rear of each unit is a unique 12-digit MAC address and a
block for marking the unit with an IP address.

RS232 Port
The PG15 has two isolated RS232 ports. The port marked
“RS232/PORT A/PGM PORT” may be used for programming as well as
communications, while the port marked RS232/PORT B may only be
used for communications.

Both ports can be used for either master or slave protocols.

RS422/485 Comms Port
The PG15 has two isolated RS422/485 ports. These ports can be
configured to act as either RS422 or RS485.

DH485 Communications
The PG15’s RS422/485 COMMS port can also be used for Allen
Bradley DH485 communications.

WARNING: DO NOT use a standard DH485 cable to connect this
port to Allen Bradley equipment. A cable is  available from
Eurotherm.

PG15 to AB SLC 500 (CBLAB003) Connections
RJ45: PG15 Name RJ45: A-B Name

1 TxB 1 A
2 TxA 2 B

3, 8 RxA – 24V
4, 7 RxB – COMM

5 TxEN 5 TxEN
6 COMM 4 SHIELD

4, 7 TxB – COMM
3, 8 TxA – 24V

WARNING - DO NOT CONNECT OR DISCONNECT CABLES WHILE
POWER IS APPLIED UNLESS AREA IS KNOWN TO BE NON-
HAZARDOUS. USB PORT IS FOR SYSTEM SET-UP AND DIAGNOSTICS
AND IS NOT INTENDED FOR PERMANENT CONNECTION.
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Software/Unit Operation
GUIcon Software
GUIcon software is available as a free download from the
Eurotherm website. The latest version of the software is always
available from the website, and updating your copy is free.

Display
This operator interface uses a liquid crystal display (LCD) for
displaying text and graphics. The display utilizes a cold cathode
fluorescent tube (CCFL) for lighting the display. The CCFL tubes
can be dimmed for low light conditions.

These CCFL tubes have a limited lifetime. Backlight lifetime is
based upon the amount of time the display is turned on at full
intensity. Turning the backlight off when the display is not in use
can extend the lifetime of your backlight. This can be accomplished
through the GUIcon software when configuring your unit.

Front Panel LEDs
There are three front panel LEDs. Shown below is the default status
of the LEDs.

LED Indicator
Red (Top, labelled “PWR”)
Flashing Unit is in the boot loader, no valid configuration is 

loaded.1

Steady Unit is powered and running an application.
Yellow (Middle)
Off No CompactFlash card is present.
Steady Valid CompactFlash card present.
Flashing rapidly CompactFlash card being checked.
Flickering Unit is writing to the CompactFlash, either because 

it is storing data, or because the PC connected via 
the USB port has locked the drive.2

Flashing slowly Incorrectly formatted CompactFlash card present.
Green (Bottom)
Flashing A tag is in an alarm state.
Steady Valid configuration is loaded and there are no 

alarms present. 

1. The operator interface is shipped without a configuration. After
downloading a configuration, if the light remains in the flashing state
continuously, try cycling power. If the LED still continues to flash, try
downloading a configuration again.

2. Do not turn off power to the unit while this light is flickering. The unit
writes data in two minute intervals. Later Microsoft operating systems will
not lock the drive unless they need to write data; Windows 98 may lock
the drive any time it is mounted, thereby interfering with logging. Refer
to “Mounting the CompactFlash” in the GUIcon User Manual.

Touchscreen
This operator interface utilizes a resistive analog touchscreen for user
input. The unit will only produce an audible tone (beep) when a touch
on an active touchscreen cell in sensed. The touchscreen is fully
functional as soon as the operator interface is initialized, and can be
operated with gloved hands.

Keypad
The PG15 keypad consists of ten keys for on-screen menus.

Troubleshooting your PG15
If for any reason you have trouble operating, connecting, or simply
have questions concerning your new PG15, contact Eurotherm
technical support. For contact information, refer to the back page of
this bulletin for phone and fax numbers.

Battery and Time Keeping

A battery is used to keep time when the unit is without power. Typical
accuracy of the PG15 time keeping is less than one minute per month
drift. The battery of a PG15 unit does not affect the unit’s memory, all
configurations and data is stored in non-volatile memory.

CAUTION: Risk of Electrical Shock The inverter board,
attached to the mounting plate, supplies the high voltage to
operate the backlight. Touching the inverter board may
result in injury to personnel.

CAUTION:  The circuit board contains static sensitive
components. Before handling the operator interface without
the rear cover attached, discharge static charges from your
body by touching a grounded bare metal object. Ideally,
handle the operator interface at a static controlled clean
workstation. Also, do not touch the surface areas of the
circuit board. Dirt, oil, or other contaminants may adversely
affect circuit operation.

To change the battery of a PG15, remove power, cabling, and then
the rear cover of the unit. To remove the cover, remove the 16 screws
on the rear of the unit. Then, by lifting the top side, hinge the cover,
thus providing clearance for the connectors on the bottom side of the
PCB as shown in the illustration below. Install in the reverse manner.

Remove the old battery* from the holder and replace with the new
battery. Replace the rear cover, cables, and re-apply power. Using
GUIcon or the unit’s keypad, enter the correct time and date.

* Please note that the old battery must be disposed of in a manner
that complies with your local waste regulations. Also, the battery must
not be disposed of in fire, or in a manner whereby it may be damaged
and its contents come into contact with human skin.
The battery used by the PG15 is a lithium type CR2025.

WARNING - EXPLOSION HAZARD - THE AREA MUST BE KNOWN TO
BE NON-HAZARDOUS BEFORE SERVICING/ REPLACING THE UNIT
AND BEFORE INSTALLING OR REMOVING I/O WIRING AND BATTERY.

WARNING - EXPLOSION HAZARD - DO NOT DISCONNECT
EQUIPMENT UNLESS POWER HAS BEEN DISCONNECTED
AND THE AREA IS KNOWN TO BE NON-HAZARDOUS.

Expansion
Card

Inverter

Battery

Cover Plate
(Future)

WARNING- EXPLOSION HAZARD - BATTERIES MUST ONLY BE
CHANGED IN AN AREA KNOWN TO BE NON-HAZARDOUS.
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ED62

Notes:
1. Industrial grade two million write cycles. SMART Modular Technologies

model SG9CF (UL Listed Directory Category NWGQ).
2. Antenna (QANT0000) is NOT included with the card. Must be purchased

separately if needed.
3. Download for free from www.eurotherm.com
4. Contact your Eurotherm distributor or visit our website for complete

selection.
5. Battery type is lithium coin type CR2025.

Model No Description Part Number
PG15 15" TFT Display Operator Interface (indoor), PG15-S3E1VA

USB Host, Isolated Comms
15" TFT Display Operator Interface (indoor), PG15-S3E2 VA
Dual Ethernet, USB Host, Isolated Comms 

PGX-N 1 GB CompactFlash Card1 PGX-N01
2 GB CompactFlash Card1 PGX-N02

PGX RS 232/485 Optional Communication Card PGX-RS
CANopen Optional Communication Card PGX-CAN
DeviceNet Optional Communication Card PGX-DNET
with Isolated High Speed Communications Ports
Profibus DP Optional Communication Card PGX-PBUS
GSM/GPRS Modem Option Card2 PGX-GSM
GUIcon 1.03

CBL RS-232 Programming Cable CBL01500
USB Cable CBL01900
Communications Cables4 CBLxxxxx
Replacement Battery5 PGX-BNL20000

Ordering Information

Optional Features and Accessories
CompactFlash Socket
CompactFlash socket is a Type II socket that can accept either Type
I or II cards. Use cards with a minimum of 4Mbytes with the PG15’s
CompactFlash socket. Cards are available at most computer and
office supply retailers.

CompactFlash can be used for configuration transfers, larger
configurations, data logging, and trending.

Information stored on a CompactFlash card by a PG15 can be read
by a card reader attached to a PC. This information is stored in IBM
(Windows®) PC compatible FAT16 file format.

Optional Communications Card
Eurotherm offers optional communication cards for fieldbus
communications. These communication cards will allow your PG15
to communicate with many of the popular fieldbus protocols.

Eurotherm is also offering a communications card for additional
RS232 and RS422/485 communications. Visit Eurotherm website
for information and availability of these cards.

Note
For reliable operation of this and other Eurotherm products,  

one of the following brands of CompactFlash card must be used

•  SimpleTech  •  SMART® Modular  •  SanDisk®  •  Silicon Systems  •

Not all of the above manufacturers offer CompactFlash cards recognized 
to UL standards, which may be required for your application.

CompactFlash-
Insert Face Up

Note: 
Do not remove or insert
the CompactFlash card 
while power is applied. 
Refer to “Front Panel LEDs.”   

CompactFlash

(Top Side)

Safety Summary
All safety related regulations, local codes and instructions that
appear in the manual or on equipment must be observed to ensure
personal safety and to prevent damage to either the instrument or
equipment connected to it. If equipment is used in a manner not
specified by the manufacturer, the protection provided by the
equipment may be impaired.

Do not use the controller to directly command motors, valves, or
other actuators not equipped with safeguards. To do so can be
potentially harmful to persons or equipment in the event of a fault
to the controller.

The protective conductor terminal is bonded to
conductive parts of the equipment for safety
purposes and must be connected to an external
protective earthing system.

CAUTION: Risk Of Danger.
Read complete instructions prior to

installation and operation of the unit.

CAUTION: Risk of electric shock.

WARNING - EXPLOSION HAZARD – SUBSTITUTION OF
COMPONENTS MAY IMPAIR SUITABILITY FOR CLASS 1, DIVISION 2
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